ENTERTAINING  GANDHI
In excess rras a poison.   Wine, If taken In small
quantity,, was a stimulant to digestion and as
Improved health."
In Mr. Gandhi's opinion It Is as immoral to FUR
a State on the proceeds of drink as It would be to
run It on the proceeds of legalised prostitution.
If this seems an exaggerated remark, consider the
different circumstances. Although educated Indians
are against drink, those who are outside the recog-
nised castes^ the Untouchables, of whom there are
some 50 million, are hardened drinkers. I was In
a school for Untouchables in Ahmedabad, one of
the many that are being founded and supported by
followers of Gandhi.
The boys and girls ranged from the ages of sk to
eleven years. I was^watching the youngest children^
thinking how essentially like they were, with their
eager, happy faces, to our own Nursery School
children in Bow, when the Hindu lady who had
founded the school said to me, " You may find it
hard to believe. Miss Lester, but every one of these
children was a regular drinker until we founded this
school and weaned them away from it."
In the non-co-operation days, when pickets stood
outside the drink and opium shops^ politely salaam-
ing each intending customer and begging him not
to enter the shop or buy the poison, the wave of
anti-drink feeling which swept the country grew so
high that at the annual auction of licenses scarcely
anyone turned up to bid.
After the movement was called off, the inevitable
reaction set in; even some of the educated Hindus,